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Benefits of Attending
Each summer, more than 200 talented and highly able elementary and middle-school  
students attend this pre-college program to:

▲	 get a taste of college life on the beautiful SOU campus

▲	 make new friends

▲	 experience the college admissions process

▲	 participate in creative, hands-on, fast-paced classes and workshops

▲	 receive individual attention in small class groups from highly qualified instructors

▲	 experience close supervision and mentoring by successful college students

Special Features
 We make ACADEMY even more fun and exciting by offering:

▲	 stimulating academic courses 

▲	 new, spirited social activities

▲	 recreational team-building experiences

▲	 the opportunity to attend a theatrical production at the Oregon Shakespeare Festival

▲	 junior counselor leadership program for students in grades 10, 11 or 12 during the 2015-16 school year

ACADEMY2016

ACADEMY is a weeklong experience in which talented and highly able students completing grades five through eight 
explore a broad range of courses, workshops, cultural experiences, and recreational activities.

Entering its thirty-sixth year of operation, the SOU summer ACADEMY program has long been recognized as an outstanding 
educational opportunity for students. 

Students selected for each residential session live on the Southern Oregon University campus in Ashland and interact with 
peers of similar abilities—all while being challenged by engaging, imaginative classes.

M E S S AG E  F R O M  T H E  D I R E C T O R

All the naysayers are wrong: humans CAN travel at the speed of light. You can travel anywhere at the speed of light by 
learning to use your imagination. 

Imagination allows us to explore the past, present and future and to examine ideas and situations from different points of 
view. The imagination is not limited to just seeing images in your head, it incorporates all the senses. You can imagine sound, 
taste, smell, a physical sensation and even emotion. Training yourself to use your imagination doesn’t just make you a good 
“day dreamer,” it strengthens your creative abilities. 

Albert Einstein credited his imagination for the “thought experiments” that led to his theory of relativity. In essence, a 
powerful imagination can recreate the world and our lives. Imagination gives us the creative power to invent a new device, 
design a dress or house, engineer a bridge, paint a picture or write a novel. What we imagine can become a reality. 

Imagination is the earthly equivalent of using “the force,” and learning how to use your imagination will put you on a path to 
success, satisfaction and happiness. Join us at ACADEMY this year where “Imagination Awakens.”

Follow us on 
Facebook!

Celebrating 

36
 years of 

excellence!

“I liked it because it taught us not only to have dreams,  
but helped us define how to get there.”

— AC A D E M Y  S T U D E N T

“The counselors and teachers are very 
inspiring and full of energy.”  
—A C A D E M Y  PA R E N T
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PERIOD 1 SAMPLE OF CLASSES TO CHOOSE FROM: Art and Culture of Japan, Zap! Circuits and more, Forensic Science, Cartooning,  
8:15–9:15 am  The 21st Century Cobbler, and Physics Phenomenon  
 

PERIOD 2 SAMPLE OF CLASSES TO CHOOSE FROM: Write on the Wild Side; Mousetrap Engineering;  Checkmate!;  
9:30–10:30 am Monster Anatomy; Wildlife Illustration; Seriously Shakespeare

PERIOD 3 SAMPLE OF CLASSES TO CHOOSE FROM: Hydro-Robotics; The Political Apprentice; Expeditions in Photography; 
10:45–11:45 am Order in the Court; Theatrical Combat; JC Leadership Class 

Students complete 
evaluations and clean 
rooms: 8:15–10:00 am

ACADEMY  
Closing Ceremony: 
10:30 am
(students check 
out before closing 
ceremony)

11:45–12:45 pm CAFETERIA OPEN FOR LUNCH  

PERIOD 4 SAMPLE OF CLASSES TO CHOOSE FROM: Wild Web Site Design; Fantastic Fencing; Monoprint Masterpieces;  
1:00–2:00 pm Just Dance; Introduction to Video Game Design

2:15 pm  
Group Pictures

2:30 pm
Recreation
Fun in the Sun

2:30 pm 
Workshops

2:15 pm
Recreation
Fun for Everyone

2:30 pm
Workshops

6:00–7:00 pm 
Check-in 
7:30 pm 
Living Group Meeting
8:00 pm 
Student Orientation

7:30 pm    
Introduction to 
ACADEMY

7:15 pm 
Recreation
Cool at the Pool

7:30 pm
A Night at the Theatre
Oregon Shakespeare 
Festival

7:15 pm 
Brain Bowl 
Team Academic  
Competition

7:15 pm  
Brain Bowl Finals
Friday Finale
Entertainment Fun

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY  

2:30 pm 
Recreation

ALL WEEK: 9:30 pm STUDENTS IN ROOMS / 10:00 pm LIGHTS OUT

7:00 am CAFETERIA OPENS FOR BREAKFAST
8:00 am  MORNING ANNOUNCEMENTS

How do I know if ACADEMY is 
appropriate for my child? 
ACADEMY is an enrichment 
program for students who can 
benefit from opportunities  
beyond the standard school 
curriculum. The main concern 
of school personnel, parents 
nominating students for the 
program, and ACADEMY staff 
evaluating student applications 
is whether the program will be 
a positive experience for the 
student. If you feel your child is a 
candidate for ACADEMY but are 
not sure, ask his or her teacher, or 
give us a call at 541-552-6452.

When will students be notified 
of acceptance? 
We will begin sending out 
notification letters throughout 
the spring as applications are 
received and reviewed. NOTE: 
No application is reviewed until 
all documents are received 
in our office. Make sure all 
recommendations are returned 
to you so you can include them in 
your packet!

How is tuition assistance 
determined? 
Any student who has been 
accepted is eligible for ACADEMY 
tuition assistance on the basis 
of demonstrated financial need. 
Tuition assistance forms are 
available online. Forms should be 
completed and returned by May 15. 
Awards are made on a first-come 
basis. Because assistance funds for 
ACADEMY are limited, we do ask 
that schools and parent groups 
explore possible sources of 
scholarship aid in their local areas. 

How do I pay the tuition? 
Tuition is due when the student is 
notified of acceptance. We accept 
checks and online payment by VISA 
or MasterCard.

When are students notified about 
tuition assistance awards? 
Students will be notified on June 1.

Where do the fees go? 
ACADEMY is a self-supporting 
program funded through student 
tuition. The fees cover tuition, 
supervision, lodging, meals, and 
activities.

A N S W E R S  T O  Q U E S T I O N S  A B O U T  A C A D E M Y
What happens if an accepted 
student is unable to attend 
ACADEMY? 
We appreciate hear ing from you as 
soon as possible, since there may 
be a student on the waiting list we 
need to notify. There will be a $50 
cancellation fee.

What about living groups? 
Your Living Group Counselor will 
become a very important person 
to your child. The counselors 
are college students who have 
experience in youth programs 
and counseling. They’ve been 
selected for their leadership skills 
and enthusiasm for working with 
young people. There are separate 
residence halls for boys and 
girls. Parents are encouraged to 
meet with their child’s counselor 
during the check-in time to ask 
questions and share information 
and concerns.

Should my child request a 
roommate? 
One of the best things about 
ACADEMY is the new and lasting 
friendships students make during 

their week on campus. Although 
we do accept roommate requests, 
we also encourage your child to 
meet new people. If your child 
wishes to request a roommate,  
we need to have the request in 
writing on the applications from 
both students. Both students must 
request each other for a match to 
be considered.

What about food? 
All meals will be served in The 
Hawk, part of the brand-new  
SOU residence hall complex.  
Students select from a wide  
variety of nutritious and well- 
balanced foods. A vegetarian  
option is always available.

Affirmative Action Statement: Southern Oregon University is committed 
to providing equal opportunity in its recruitment, admissions, educational 
programs, activities, and employment without discrimination on the basis of 
age, disability, national origin, race, color, marital status, religion, sex, or sexual 
orientation. Affirmative Action Officers: Dean of Students (Students): 541-552-
6223; Associate Provost (Faculty): 541-552-6114; and Associate Vice President for 
Human Resources (Administrators and Classified Staff): 541-552-6511. Southern 
Oregon University, 1250 Siskiyou Blvd., Ashland, OR 97520. Campus information: 
541-552-7672. Printed on recycled paper.

THE ACADEMY PROGRAM
Students arrive Sunday evening for check-in and orientation. Classes 
begin on Monday and continue through Friday. The daily schedule 
includes four one-hour classes, plus special presentations built around 
the theme. ACADEMY students will select course offerings from 
humanities, mathematics, science, social studies, and fine and performing 
arts. After-class programs are coordinated with in-class activities to 
provide supervised recreation as well as academic challenges. One of 
the week’s highlights is that participants have the opportunity to attend 
an evening theatrical production at the Oregon Shakespeare Festival.
Administrative and residential staff carefully supervise the twelve-person 
living groups. Students develop close friendships with fellow students 
from around the country.
ACADEMY concludes with the presentation of certificates and a closing 
ceremony for students and their families at 10:30 am on Saturday.

WHO SHOULD APPLY?
We invite students who are currently completing grades five through 
eight to apply if they can demonstrate that they meet the criteria. We 
expect applicants to have a minimum GPA of 3.4. Parents, teachers, or 
other knowledgeable adults may nominate students for admission. If you 
have questions about admission, please call us at 541-552-6452.

JUNIOR COUNSELORS
Junior Counselor positions are available for students who have 
completed their sophomore, junior, or senior year of high school. The 
Junior Counselor Program is designed for motivated and accomplished 
high school students who are interested in obtaining leadership 
experience, college preparation, and community service hours. Call for 
a JC application or visit sou.edu/youth.

CRITERIA
ACADEMY is designed for highly motivated youth who love to learn. 
Generally, ACADEMY students exhibit the ability to quickly explore topics 
in great depth and often exceed performance standards.
Application packets must include these items (submitted together):
1. a completed application form
2. most recent OAKS or Smarter Balance scores or other applicable test 

results (not required for returning ACADEMY students). Applicants 
participating in academic programs that do not administer student 
assessment tests (e.g. international students, Waldorf) will be 
contacted by our reviewers for additional information as needed.

3. most current official report card
4. two confidential letters of recommendation (including at least 

one from a current classroom teacher or principal. Letters must 
be in sealed envelopes with signatures across the seals. Only one 
confidential letter of recommendation from a current classroom 
teacher or principal  required for returning ACADEMY students)

5. a typed student statement (in 12-point font) of 450 to 500 words.   
New students: Describe things you have done to enrich your life.  
Returning students: What role does “imagination” play in human 
progress? Give examples from history and your own life.

WHAT IS THE DEADLINE?
Because of the popularity of ACADEMY we encourage students to 
complete their applications early and submit them in a timely fashion.  
Individual applications will not be reviewed until all documentation has 

been received and files are complete. The Priority Application Deadline 
is April 14.  The General Application Deadline is April 29.  Applications 
submitted after the general deadline will be added to our waitlist 
and reviewed as space becomes available.  We will notify successful 
applicants beginning in early spring. No applications will be accepted 
after June 3. 

IMPORTANT DATES:
Priority Application Deadline – April 14
General Application Deadline – April 29

WHEN DO STUDENTS ARRIVE?
JUNE 19–25, 2016
Session I: Students completing grades five and six
Session II: Students completing grades seven and eight
This week consists of two concurrent sessions with separate programs 
for students completing grades five and six and those completing 
grades seven and eight. For both sessions, students will arrive on campus  
Sunday evening, June 19, between 6 and 7 pm, for registration and 
orientation. Meals begin with breakfast on Monday morning, so 
students must make their own arrangements for Sunday (June 19) 
dinner. Departure is Saturday morning on June 25. 

SHOULD MY CHILD REQUEST A ROOMMATE?
One of the best things about ACADEMY is the new and lasting 
friendships students make during their week on campus. Although 
we do accept roommate requests, we also encourage your child to 
meet new people. If your child wishes to request a roommate, we need 
to have the request in writing on the applications from both students.  
Both students must request each other for a match to be considered.

FEES
Student Tuition: $750
Junior Counselor Tuition: $550
Fees cover all cost for tuition, activities, housing, meals,  
and supervision.
Note: Tuition payment is not required until notification of acceptance.

HOW DO I PAY THE TUITION?
Tuition is due when the student is notified of acceptance.  We accept 
checks and online payments by VISA or MasterCard.   

TUITION ASSISTANCE
A limited number of partial tuition assistance awards are available 
from SOU Pre-College Youth Programs. To be eligible, students must 
be accepted to ACADEMY and apply for assistance by May 15.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
For an application, tuition aid forms, or more information, contact:

ACADEMY 2016
SOU Pre-College Youth Programs 
Division of Continuing Education
1250 Siskiyou Boulevard 
Ashland, Oregon 97520

541-552-6452 • sou.edu/youth

“Academy gave my kids an early, no-pressure introduction to some of the best aspects of college life— 
living in a dorm and making new friends with different backgrounds, and getting to choose their own schedule. 

Best of all, they have fun while learning!” —AC A D E M Y  PA R E N T

ACADEMY 2016


